
hen a new family adopts 
from Golden State German 
Shepherd Rescue they sign a 
contract with us; and in that 

contract we agree to take back any 
dog from our program at any time for 
any reason. Happily, we have very few 
returned dogs. 

Recently though we had two. Argus 
was returned because basically his 
temperament didn’t match that of his 
adopters. Argus just wanted to be a 
couch potato and not an obedience 
champion. Shasta (originally Sierra in 
our program) had lived with her owner 
for many years and had even won 
numerous tracking titles. Unfortunately 
her owner had to move to assisted liv-
ing and her family was not able to take 
Shasta. We were contacted on both 
cases and took back the dogs.

Argus and Shasta have been adopted by 
new loving homes and we are happy to 
see them in their new homes. Both new 
adopters are thrilled that they were able 
to get these wonderful dogs. Argus now 
lives in Eureka and Shasta in Napa (she 
was adopted by her foster mom after 
just two weeks!).
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many happy returns

W

Foster mom Sarah (left) says goodbye to 
Argus as he gets ready to leave with his 
new family.

Our annual Gala returns! 
Join us at the Crowne 
plaza in Concord for 
cocktails, dinner and 
auction. more informa-
tion and registration will 
be available soon on  
our website and in the 
next newsletter.

save 
the 
date
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Shasta convincing 
foster mom Darcy  
to adopt her.

reCent adoptions
argus • Bella • samantha • shasta



People say “change is good” and it usually turns out to be true. GSGSR went through 
some major changes in 2014 and it has been all good. We dealt with some adminis-
trative/operational problems and decided it was best to cancel our Gala and focus on 
resolving the problems, which we are happy to report were accomplished.  

The number of dogs in shelters and ones being abandoned are still increasing. Ne-
glect, rejection, carelessness and abuse are all too common in our rescue dogs. It takes 
a huge amount of effort from volunteers to keep this organization operational. Our 
success and growth are results of team work. We need additional volunteers in order 
to enable us to carry on our work in helping to rescue and find homes for German 
Shepherd Dogs. We need foster homes, help in transporting dogs, people to answer 
the hotline, fundraisers, help at adoption day and many other areas. It’s true “that it 
takes a village to save a dog” – won’t you consider being one of the “Village  People?” 
If you can help in any way, please contact us at volunteer@gsgsrescue.org.  

In 2014, the cost to operate our rescue was $130,000. Our fundraiser is a major source 
of income, however, it doesn’t come close to what we need annually.  If it was not for 
some very generous people, we would not be able to continue our work. We would 
like to take this opportunity to honor and thank those sponsors for all their help over 
the years. 

In addition to volunteers, we need sponsors and items donated for our silent and live 
auctions at our fundraiser being held this year on October 3rd. If you would like to 
donate something or become a sponsor, contact us at gsgsrfundraiser@earthlink.net.

My deepest thanks and appreciation to all our volunteers, sponsors and donors.   

joan cannelli

from the president

Some of our available dogs: 
Anna, Casina & Kiera (bot-
tom), Melody (top right), Zach  
(top left).

From taiwan 
with love:
anna
GSGSR prides itself partnering with 
other rescue groups helping dogs 
in need. Recently we worked with 
NorCal Golden Retriever Rescue and 
Rescued Love from Taiwan (RLFT). 
This group brings neglected dogs 
from Taiwan to the states for adop-
tion. On Jan 15, 12 stray Golden 
Retriever puppies and one GSD 
made the flight from Taiwan to San 
Francisco.

Anna is a beautiful, 18-month-old, 
black and red GSD. Happy and 
friendly, Anna’s life didn’t start out 
that way. She was found roaming the 
streets after being dumped by her 
owner. She was rescued by RLFT 
who took care of all her vet needs, 
including heartworm treatment, vac-
cinations, spay and even x-rays. 

There are GSDs needing help all 
over the world, and this is just one 
example of one dog fortunate enough 
to make it off the streets. Anna is 
available for adoption.



from the president spotlight on sponsors
dennis FisCo has been a Principal 
with Seagate Properties, Inc. since 1984. 
His responsibilities include asset and 
property management, administration, 
legal oversight of the acquisition and dis-
position of properties as well as his duties 
as in-house counsel.

Prior to joining Seagate, Dennis was 
President of Flexible Pipe Company in 
Houston, Texas, an underground utility 
contractor. Since 1980, he has practiced 
law in several states representing devel-
opers, investors, real estate partnerships 
and municipal utility districts. Dennis has 
been involved in all aspects of acquisition, 
management, development, redevelop-
ment and resale of properties.

Dennis is a licensed attorney and an 
active member of the state bars in Ohio, 
Texas, Colorado, and California. He is 
a licensed California Real Estate Bro-
ker, a former elected City Councilman 
and two-time Mayor in Mill Valley, 
California. He was appointed Mill Val-
ley Citizen of the Year in 2006. He is a 
member of the International Council of 
Shopping Centers and member of the 
Building Owners and Managers Associa-
tion, Lambda Alpha International, as well 
as other professional and civic organiza-
tions. He graduated from Case Western 
Reserve University with a Bachelor of 
Arts and he holds a J.D. degree from 
Cleveland Marshall College of Law.

ruBy and gerry hertz are 
long time sponsors for Golden State 
German Shepherd Rescue. Ruby is the 
owner and has been operating R. Beth 
German Shepherds since 1975. Her focus 
is breeding dogs for health, temperament 
and their working ability. Her dogs have 
successful careers in search and rescue, 
obedience competition and conformation. 
Ruby is an AKC Judge and presently is 
qualified to judge the Herding Group, 
Working Group, half of the Sporting 
Group and Best in Show. She also holds 
a Doctorate in Criminology from U.C. 
Berkeley.

Gerry is a native of Oakland, a gradu-
ate of Lakeview Grammar School and 
Oakland High School. He is an alumni 
of U.C. Berkeley and Cal State Hay-
ward.  In addition to being a supporter of 
Golden State German Shepherd Rescue, 
he is President of Coyote Hills Ken-
nel Club, a life member  of the Board of 
Directors  and  Trustee of Temple Beth 
Abraham in Oakland, and is Treasurer of 
the Northern California Non-Sporting 
Dog Club.  He is an entrepreneur.  

riChard K. roBBins, through 
Wareham Development which he 
founded in 197 7, is a leading developer, 
owner and property manager of com-
mercial, mixed-use, and laboratory and 
tech research campuses primarily along 
the East Shore of the San Francisco Bay. 
Robbins and Wareham have supported 
the Golden State German Shepherd 
Rescue for over ten years. He has also 
established several foundations with 
strategic partners and mandates including 
those to strengthen K-12 STEM educa-
tion, to provide and maintain community 
playing fields for youth athletic programs, 
and to provide funding to the next gen-
eration of independent filmmakers. His 
educational background includes a BA 
degree from Bucknell University and an 
MBA in finance from Wharton Gradu-
ate School of Finance at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

mary severson has always 
been a dog lover.  Before her first shep-
herd entered her life, she had labs and 
a rescued dobie-shepherd  mix. Mary’s 
first German Shepherd Dog was “kind 
of a rescue.”  A breeder sold a puppy to a 
young couple but after four years and the 
birth of their first child, they decided they 
no longer had time for the dog. They told 
their vet that they were getting rid of the 
dog. Luckily the vet knew the breeder 
and contacted her who took the dog back 
and contacted a person interested in one 
of her GSDs. but found that she had re-
cently obtained a rescue. But this person 

contacted a friend who was interested, 
that friend was Mary Severson. 

 In 1992, Mary went to visit “Gussie” and 
there was an instant connection. Mary 
put Gussie on a leash and walked out of 
the previous owners house neither one 
ever looked back. Gussie lived to be 12 
years old and her best eight years were 
with Mary.  This was Mary’s first German 
Shepherd. She later obtained Rose and 
later Bubba. These two have since joined 
Gussie at the Rainbow Bridge and Mary 
now has two other GSDs, one of which is 
a rescue and continues to show in obedi-
ence, rally and agility.

 Our thanks to Mary who has been 
a sponsor for Golden State German 
Shepherd Rescue and has established the 
“Rose Fund” for senior GSDs.

ann C. taylor has been a dog 
lover all her life and has had many won-
derful dogs. She currently has Bonnie, a 
very cute Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 
and a 7-month-old Standard Poodle 
puppy named Teddy. Ann knows a lot 
about dogs and has always trained them 
to be excellent canine good citizens. 

Her last Giant Schnauzer, Danny, lived 
to be 14 and was magnificent. He was 
well trained, good with people of all ages 
and with other dogs. Ann is now training 
Teddy to follow in Danny’s footsteps.

Ann’s dogs go with her to the pier in San 
Francisco, the shops in Walnut Creek, 
out to breakfast or lunch with her, as well 
as to a dog park regularly. 

Ann supports several dog rescue groups 
and made a very generous donation to 
Golden State German Shepherd Rescue.

Another one of our long time sponsors 
wish to remain anonymous and 
state that they support Golden State 
German Shepherd Rescue in memory of 
their beloved German Shepherd, Zack.



Golden State German Shepherd reScue
Post Office Box 2956, Alameda, CA  94501
877-447-4717 (toll free)
goldenstategsr@earthlink.net
gsgsrescue.org

Join our mailing list
If you know someone who might like to 
receive our quarterly newsletter in the 
mail, please send name and address to:
goldenstategsr@earthlink.net
with the subject line of newsletter. 

If you wish to be removed from our 
mailing list and would prefer to just 
view the newsletter online at our 
website, email us at goldenstategsr@
earthlink.netwith the subject line of 
unsubscribe.

We do not share our mailing list with 
any other groups or companies.

Monthly Adoption Day 
Fourth Saturday of the Month • 11am-1pm

Petfood Express, 609 San Ramon Valley Blvd. in Danville

Monthly Meet and Greet
Third Saturday of the Month • 10am-1pm

Pet Food Express, 3916 Bel Aire Plaza in Napa

ShOp and Save 
ShepherdS!

you shop, amazon gives.

amazon donates 0.5% of 
the price of your eligible 
amazonsmile purchases 
to the charitable organi-
zation of your choice.

amazonsmile is the same 
amazon you know. same 
products, same prices, 
same service.

a link can be found 
on our website.

If you would like to include your GSGSR-
adopted dog’s photo and a paragraph or 
two about him or her, please email the 
photo and text to:  
gsdmichelle@earthlink.net with the 
subject line of newsletter dog. We cannot 
guarantee that we will use every sub-
mission. We welcome letters from your 
GSGSR-adopted dog too! We’re sure they’ll 
be happy to tell you what they’d like to say 
if you’ll type it for them. Please make sure 
there are no restrictions on the photo use.


